
Autumn Mushroom Cottage & Crystal Wreath
A half-timbered cottage with glowing amber windows and a straw-toned roof becomes the center of an autumn fantasy scene. Mushrooms, coral-like fungi and moss crown the roof; cream
mist curls around rust and olive leaves, crystal clusters, berries, stars and seed-like knots.

Skill level: Intermediate Suggested hoop: 8-9 in / 20-23 cm DMC palette: 16 colors Fabric: warm ivory linen/cotton

DESIGN ARCHITECTURE

Main focal point:
The cottage is the visual anchor: dark
timber beams frame pale walls, a warm
straw roof, small brick chimney and
glowing windows.

Secondary motifs:
A dense roof garden of orange, burgundy
and cream mushrooms sits above the
house. Autumn leaves, black-green
foliage, faceted crystals, berries and
puffball-like fungi form the lower wreath.

Value hierarchy:
The deepest values occur in timber
framing, charcoal foliage, dark mushroom
caps and crystal outlines. Brightest values
are the cream mist, mushroom stems,
pale wall panels and window highlights.

Embroidery approach:
Establish architectural lines first, then
work roof texture and windows. Add roof
fungi, foliage and crystals next; finish with
mist, stars, berries and knot accents so
the light details remain clean.

CORE STITCH DIRECTORY

Motif Stitch Strands Direction / Technique

Cottage beams & door Split stitch + backstitch 1-2 Follow beam edges; use short straight fills only where wood faces
need weight.

Thatch roof Long-and-short + straight 2 Slope stitches downward with the roof pitch; vary tan values in
narrow broken bands.

Windows & warm glow Satin stitch + split edge 1-2 Vertical/horizontal fills inside panes; brightest gold at pane
centers, brown around frames.

Mushrooms & roof fungi Long-and-short / satin / French
knots

1-2 Curve caps from center to edge; stitch gills radially; use knots for
pale cap spots.

Mist ribbons Stem stitch + whipped
backstitch

1 Follow each curl continuously; keep spacing airy and thread
tension light.

Leaves & sprigs Fishbone + straight stitch 1-2 Base-to-tip along each midrib; change angle gradually to show leaf
shape.

Crystals Backstitch + satin facets 1 Outline facets first, then fill selected planes with directional straight
stitches.

Berries, stars & dots French knots + straight stitch 1-2 Knots for berries/dots; short radiating straight stitches for stars.

IMAGE-SPECIFIC STITCHING SEQUENCE

1. Structure
Trace the house silhouette, timber frame, door, window grids and chimney in split/backstitch
before adding any dense fills.

2. Roof & glow
Build the thatch in narrow directional bands, then stitch the amber windows so their clean
geometry stays crisp against the darker wood.

3. Roof garden
Work mushroom stems first, then caps, gills, coral fungi and moss. Add French-knot cap
spots only after fills are smooth.

4. Autumn wreath
Stitch rust, olive and charcoal foliage with fishbone/straight stitch, then add lower puffball
fungi and berry clusters.

5. Crystals & mist
Outline crystal facets, add restrained interior shading, then work the cream mist ribbons with
light tension along their full curves.

6. Finishing accents
Add stars, tiny seed knots, bright highlights and final edge corrections; remove visible travel
threads before finishing.

MASTER TENSION & COLOR-MATCH GUIDELINES
• Keep structural backstitch/split-stitch tension even so the cottage stays square without
puckering.
• On thatch and mushroom fills, shorten stitches near curves and edges to keep contours clean.
• Work dark timber and deep mushroom shades before pale mist and cream highlights where
practical.
• Keep leaf stitch direction aligned to the midrib and mushroom-gill stitches radiating from the
stem.
• Use only enough thread density to cover the fabric; over-packed satin or long-and-short areas
will distort the design.
• Test critical rust, olive and cream shades against a physical DMC card before stitching if exact
color fidelity matters.

CORRECTED DMC PALETTE

Swatch DMC Color name Usage

3371 Black Brown Deep timber seams, darkest fungal centers, crystal outlines and strongest
shadow accents.

938 Coffee Brown Ultra Dark Main cottage beams, door shadows, chimney mortar and dark pinecone-like
fungus centers.

801 Coffee Brown Dark Wood midtones, mushroom gills, branch accents and warm architectural
shading.

422 Hazelnut Brown Light Pale wood, stone/wall shading, mushroom stems and softened roof
highlights.

3828 Hazelnut Brown Straw roof midtone, light timber and warm neutral fungus highlights.

3866 Mocha Brown Ultra Very Light Cream mist, pale walls, mushroom stems and soft neutral highlights.

3865 Winter White Brightest mist strands, tiny highlight stitches and pale mushroom accents.

921 Copper Orange mushroom caps, rust leaves, warm roof-garden accents and
autumn starbursts.

920 Copper Medium Deep rust foliage, mushroom shading and warm red-orange accent leaves.

3857 Rosewood Dark Burgundy mushrooms, lower puffball fungi and wine-colored accent
shading.

154 Grape Very Dark Deep purple mushroom caps and darkest violet accents.

469 Avocado Green Main olive leaves, roof moss and midtone botanical areas.

3011 Khaki Green Dark Dark leaf shadows, stems, moss crevices and subdued foliage outlines.

3012 Khaki Green Medium Soft lichen, pale foliage, moss highlights and muted botanical transitions.

3829 Old Gold Very Dark Glowing windows, golden stars, tiny seed knots and warm light accents.

3799 Pewter Gray Very Dark Charcoal leaves, cool crystal shading and deepest neutral details.

FINAL CHECK

• Clean timber and crystal outline edges.
• Smooth roof and mushroom color transitions.
• Consistent strand count within motif groups.
• No visible traveling threads through pale fabric.
• Balanced light in windows, mist and highlights.
• No puckering around dense roof or knot areas.
• Secure all thread ends on the reverse.

PROJECT NOTES

Real-stitch balance:
Keep most outline work at 1 strand so the cottage and roof-garden detail stay readable
without becoming heavy.

Filling vs. linework:
Fill roof, mushroom caps, windows and selected leaves; keep mist, stars, crystal outlines
and small stems predominantly linear.

Highlight placement:
Reserve Winter White and the lightest mocha for mist crests, mushroom stems, wall
highlights and the brightest window-edge accents.

Edge control:
Split-stitch around beam intersections, window panes, mushroom rims and crystal facets
before filling adjacent areas.

MOTIF THREAD-AND-DIRECTION MAP

Motif Thread color Stitch Strands Direction Special note

Cottage frame 3371, 938, 801 Split/backstitch 1-2 Along beam edges Keep junctions
sharp; use darker
thread at overlaps.

Thatch roof 3828, 422, 801 Long-and-short 2 Down roof slope Broken bands
create dry straw
texture.

Windows 3829, 801, 3371 Satin + split 1-2 Within panes Center panes
brightest; keep
frames narrow.

Roof mushrooms 921, 920, 3857, 154, 3866 Long-and-short/satin 1-2 Cap center outward Gills radiate; knots
only for visible cap
spots.

Moss & coral fungi 469, 3011, 3012 Seed / split / straight 1-2 Irregular organic flow Keep texture
clustered rather
than flat-filled.

Mist ribbons 3865, 3866 Stem/whipped backstitch 1 Follow curls Leave fabric
showing between
parallel strands.

Autumn leaves 921, 920, 469, 3011, 3799 Fishbone/straight 1-2 Base to tip Use darker side for
shadow and central
vein.

Crystals 3371, 3799, 3866 Backstitch + satin facets 1 Facet direction Do not fill every
plane; preserve light
fabric areas.

Berries & stars 3829, 920, 3857 French knots/straight 1-2 Cluster/radiate Vary knot size
subtly for natural
spacing.
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